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Frem one of the Universar Magazines,
On ENVY and DETRACTION.

HOUGH all Sins have a Flavour
of Pride, yet DetraQlion has a greater
Dofe of this bad Humour than ordina-
ry. It is the chief Ingredient of this
outrageous Crime ; it difcompofes the
Stomach, and then immediately gives the Heart-
burcicg ; and then the Tongue, which is it’s In-
dex, falls into Diforders. A Man, fmitten with
bis own Excellencies, looks down from the Pinna-
cle of his foaring Conceit on other Mortals as Vaf-
fals ; he fancies Praife is an Inheritance entailed on
his Merit; that either to refpe or honour ano-
ther, is to invade his Property, and to fet againft
him an ufurping Competitor. Hence he runs in
quelt of a Foil, to make bis own Perfe&ions appear
more gaudy, and fparkle with more eclat. Now

" what can give a more charming Turn to his fuppo

fed Talent, than his Rival’s Folly ? Hence he ral-
lies up in a Body all the Auxiliary Forces of Anger
2rd Revenge; he takes the Field, and marauds
vpon his Fame; he diffe@s the poor Creature’s
Adtions, and expoles the whole Anatomy of his
private Tranfgreflions to the View and Cenfure of
the Public: For he wifely fancies, that the Fabric
of his Vanity will fland unmoveable on the Ruins
of a Rival's Reputation. Did the Brealts of the
proud ard haughty minded Men lie open to Sight
could we rifle all the abftrufe and dark Receffes of
their Hearts, what Sallies of Joy fhould we difcover
at the moft innocent Overfights of a Competitor ?
And then, whoever crows within at the Misfortune,
will proclaim it at ihe firft Occafion: For Joy, like
Grief, is a fifling Humour, unlefs it throws off
tke Oppreflion.

If, therefore, you defire to fpeak ill of Nobody,
think not too well of yourfelf; fet not too exorbi-
tant a Price on your Merits; remember you are
ro Pheenix, the only Individual of your Species;
thofe Qualities you poffefs, are mere Grataities,
the Effets of God’s Liberality, not of your De:
ferts; you had no Right to be, much lefs to be
reat, beautiful, or rich, Is it not Madnefs, there-
ore, for you, who canlay Claim to rothing, to
ecgrofs all the Gifts of Nature and Fortune ? Think
rot, God has exhaufted his Treafury on you alone;
he fcatcers his Favours where he pleafes; and. if he
provides more plentifully for your Neighbour than
for you, why do you comp'ain? Mult you be evil,
becaufe God is good ? Muft you caft a malicious
Glance at another, becauvfe he has received fome
Marks of his great Maker’s Kindnefs ? Difcompofe
not your Thoughts for other People’s Advanfages,
but enjoy your own with Thankfulnefs. Fix juft
Bounds to your Defires, as well as to your Under-
takiogs, otherwife you will rear up imaginary
Caftles of Greatnefs, to create to yourfelf a real
Torment, |

But, if you will contend for an honourable Poft,
manage the Conteft fairfy ; pufh on your Preten-
fons with Virtae and Generofity. Let Merit bear
away. the Prize, not Qutrage ; and, if' yoor Rival
cury off the Advantage, rather applaud the Con-
ueft, than revile him. By leflening his Parts or

cndu&, youn buxrefque your own; but then if
you coimplain, asd curfe him- im a Corner, you
ooly betray your Impotence;. Ill- Nature, and' Im-
‘piety. In fine, look at' your own Failiogyand his
throogh the fame Glafs, acd' you.will fec an bum-
bling SpeQacle; you. will behold fo-many Objedts
worthy. of Blame, that you will* have no great
Stomach to cenfuse others, :

Envy is the fecond: Seurce of DétraQion: This:

is an ill.patared Vice, ‘it foves 1l for Ill's Sake,

and takes Pleafure in' Torment; it is & Kind of

Turokey. by Birth, and’&n Bxecutioner by Pro-

fefion ; it feeds on' Steoch) and! (ucks Ratfbane:
from:Balms; and - Infe@ion. from Perfumes 3 it:ne: -

ver- does a good! Tarn; buvwhtea it defigns sn ill

©u; and fildem-takes Things:by the right Haon--

dle;; Mifchief makes up it’s Employment, Plagues

and Famines are it's Diverficn; it’s Smiles are like
Blazing Comets, which either batch Treafon, cf
portend it.

But, thcugh any Mifchief lies within the Reach
of an envious Man's With, many are removed cut
of the Verge of his Power: Some move too high
to be fhot at, others too low ; but reither Place
norStation is a fufficient Fence againft the Torgue.
A Dwarf may engage with a éinnt at this Wea-
pon, or a Clown with a Lord. And for this Rea-
foo, when the envious Man cannot come at his
Antagonift's Perfon, he fets upon his good Name,
and falls foal upon his Honour; acd when, by

the belp of keen Satyr and falfe Glofies, he has |

beat down the Outworks that fenced his Fortune
from Infult and Ruin, he draws his Cannon nearer,
and raifes Batteries agaicft his Grandeur acd Eftate
that fupport it : For he knows that the beft built
Forture carnot be flable, when Rcputation, that
Eroppcd it, is removed. Thus we fee Socrates
ept his Ground, and even tricmphed over the
Calumnies of his Accufers, whiift his Reputation
interpofed.  But, when a buffooning Comedian
drolled him into Cotitempt, he appeared no lefs
guilty before the Judges, than defpicable on the
Stage. So that in Conclufion, Envy found him
guilty, and the Senate prorounced the Sentence.
Methinks it is fuperflucus to diffuade a Man
from this Vice. Interett is more powerful than
Reafon. We coat on Pleafure, and run from Pain
by the Inftnét of Nature. Who will not rather
chufe a Prifon with Satisfa&lion, than a Palace with
Torment ? But an envious Man, inftead of follow
irg the Current of Nature, bears up againft it,
He labours for Labour’s Sake, and drudges for the
mere Expeétation of Mifery. He leacs the Life
of Cain, haunted with the Speétres of his own
Crimes from within, and with a thoufand Jealou
fies from abroad; other Peoples Happinefs creates
his Torments ; their Profperity graws his Entrails;
and his Impotence, to over caft the Sunfhice of
their Fortune, claps him on the Wheel. Now a
Man that can fall in love with Pain, and court
Difquiet, muft not be caft in the fame Mould that
other Mortals are: And, therefore, I fhould think
it as eafy to difluade People from Envy, as fiom
vaulting down a Prccipice. e,
But, befides, a Man that envies others, is al-
ways paid in the fame Coin; his Honour will be
as roughly handled; when ore contefts with Mal-
titudes, he ftands on the lower Ground, and fights
at a Difadvaatage. This is the envious Man’s
Cafe: For he cannot but know the difingenuous
Defcants on others AQions will reach the Ears of
the offended Perfons. Defaming Reports have a
mirsculous Sympathy with thofe, that Diftance of
Place is not able to dead the Echo ; they rebound
from Tongue to Tongue, are toffed from Hand
to Hand, ‘til they come to the Knowlege of the
Injured ; and, “generally, like Snow-bglln, th
increafe io the Journey. - What a grating Noife
thea will they make in the Earsof the defamed
Perfon? Will not be think of Reprifals? Will he
rot treat your Horour with as little Regard as you

‘have his? And God fend fuch an eafy Satisfalion

affwage his Refentment. When Men fit Judges
{.;\'¥be£i{; ogwn Caufe, they make the Bills of Lo
and Damages rife high; who knows but they may
demana Blood, and facrifice yoor Life to the Manes
ir murdered Reputation ?
¥ Ilgfﬁ:::: i'cmembcrpyou muft die. When Death
hath fealed your Eyes, yoa will find all the Darts
of the Tongue fhet at your Neighboar, flick in
your own Soul; you will feel the Smart, bat will
find no Lenitive, no {Czre_: Why xbc‘?ﬂ{aggzg
: into thofe Crimes we-maft >
m:reh‘;ﬂ:?%r {ufier for hereafter? Let us look
ore us, and not, ke Beafts,. follow the mere
Impreffions of Paffion. Let us fhew we are Men,
not by our Vices, but by our Virtues, ‘To have
Reafon, and-to a& sgaiaft it, is (0 debafe our
Specics.

MAXIMS ﬁrtb:CoM’né}cj‘Ll:"E.

~ TeMmrerance. .
HE richeft Endowments of the Mind are
Temperance, Prudence, and Fortitude.

Self Derial is the moft exalted Pleafure; and
the Cenqueflt of evil Habits is the moft glorious
‘Triumgh.

The neareflt Approach thou canft make to Hap-
pinefs, on this Sice the Grave, 15 to enj y Under-
flanding and Health.

Thefe Bleflings if thou pcfefleft, and wouldft
Vefervc to Old Age; avoid the Alluremerts of

oluptuoufnefs, an§ fly from her Temptations.

Ween fhe fpreadeth her Delicacies on the Ta-
ble, when her Wine fparkleth in the Cup, when
fhe fmileth upon thee, and perfuadeih thee to be
joyful and happy; then is the Hour cf Danger,
and let Reafon ttand firmlv on her Guard : For, if
thou hearkencft unto the Words of her Adverfary,
thou art deceived ard betrayed.

The Joy which fhe promifeth changeth to Mad-
nefs, and her Enjoyments lead on to Difeafes and
Death.

Cait thice Eyes upon her Guefts, whn have lift-
ened o her Tempratio:s.- Are they rot meagre ¢
are they not fickly ? are they not fpritlef: ?

Their fhort Hours of Jclity are followed by te<
diovs Days of Pain and Dtje@ion: Her Votaries
are become her Vi&tims ; the jutt and natural Con-
fequence, which God hath ordained in the Cor fti-
tution of Things, for the Pun.thment of thofe who
abufe his Gifts.

A firm Faith is the beft Divinity ; a good Life
the bett Philofophy ; a clear Confcience the beft
Law; Honrcfty the beft Policy ; and Temperance
the beft Phyfic,

Prupence.

Judgment is the Turone of Prudence, and Si-
lence 1s it’s Santtuary,

Itis a Max:m of Prudence, to leave Thirgs be-
fore they leave us.

The true Way to advance another’s Virtue, is
to follow it ; and the beft Meins to cry down ano-
ther’s Vice, is to declire it.

A warm Heart requires a cool Head. Courage
without Congu&, is hike Fancy without Judgment;
all Sail, and no Ballatt. = .

Put a Bridle on thy Tongue ; fet a Guitd before
thy Lips, left the Words of thine own Mouth de-,
ftroy thy Peace.

Boaft not of thyfelf, for it thall bring Contempt
upon thee: Neither deride another, for it is dan-
gerous.

A bitter Jeft is the Poifon of Friendfhip ; and he
ﬂ;l( cannot reftrain his Tongue, fhall have Tion-
ble.

Furnifh thyfelf with the proper Accommodations
belonging to thy Condition: But fpend not to the
utmoit of what thou canft afford, that the Provi-
dence of thy Youth may bs a Comfort to thy old
Age. F

8Let not Profperity put out the Eyes of Circum-
fpe&ion, nor Abundance cut off the Hands of Fru-

ality : He that too much indulges in the Super-
guilies of Life, fhall live to lament the Want of
it’s NecefTaries. :

From the Experience of others, do thou learn
Wifdom; and from their Failings, corre& thine
own Faults.

Charity obliges us not to miftruft a Man; Pra-
dence, not to truft him before we know him.

When thoa' hatt’ proved a Man to be hoseff,
lock kim up in thine Heatt as a Treafure; regard
him 23 a Jewel of ineftimable Value.

Refufe the Favoars of a mercenary Man ; they
will be a Saarv unto thee, thou fhalt never be quit
of the Obligation.

Ufe noc to:dsy what Tomorrow may want ;
neither leave dué‘g’o Hazard which Forefight may

rovide for, or Qatre ent. : » ’
. Yet up«'& oot cmpl“'rﬂom Prudence infallible Suc<

cefd ;- for the Day ktioweth not what: the'
may bring forth, o

.‘




